Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 


Message Text 


SECRET 

PAGE 01 SALT T 00333 041604Z 

65 

ACTION SS-25 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO SSO-OO NSCE-00 DODE-OO CIAE-00 INRE-00 

/026 W 

093975 

R 041520Z SEP 75 

FM USDEL SALT TWO GENEVA 

TO SECSTATE WASHDC 2765 

SECRET SALT TWO GENEVA 0333 

EXDIS/SALT 

DEPT ALSO PASS DOD 

SPECAT EXCLUSIVE FOR SECDEF 

E.O. 11652: XGDS-1 
TAGS: PARM 

SUBJECT: DRAFTING GROUP MEETING, SEPTEMBER 4, 1975 (SALT TWO-769) 

REF: SALT TWO - 755 

1. ARTICLE IV. 7/4 (RAPID RELOAD). SOVIETS TABLED THEIR PROPOSAL 

TO BAN RAPID RELOAD SYSTEMS FOR "FIXED LAND-BASED ICBM LAUNCHERS," 
THE IDENTICAL TEXT OF WHICH HAD BEEN PRESENTED AT 29 AUG. PLENARY 
(SEE REFTEL). DISCUSSION FAILED TO PRODUCE EXPLANATION WHY SOVIET 
TEXT COVERED ONLY FIXED NOT MOBILE LAUNCHERS. SOVIETS EXPRESSED 
THOUGHT THAT AGREEMENT ON RAPID RELOAD CONCEPT SHOULD HELP SIDES 
REACH MUTUAL UNDERSTANDINGS ON REST OF PARAGRAPH AND LEAD TO 
REMOVAL OF REMAINING BRACKETS. 

2. ARTICLE IV. 7/4 (EXCEPTION FOR SOFT PAD LAUNCHER STORAGE AND 
SUPPLY PRACTICES). US EXPLAINED ITS PROPOSED AGREED STATEMENT 
TO PERMIT CONTINUATION OF PRACTICES AT CERTAIN OLDER SOFT PAD 
ICBM SITES, BUT NOT THEIR EXTENSION TO OTHER ICBM SYSTEMS. 

SOVIETS ARGUED THAT THEIR LANGUAGE, "THIS OBLIGATION SHALL NOT 
REQUIRE CHANGES IN THE PARTIES' EXISTING PRACTICES" WAS PROVEN 
LANGUAGE FROM THE IA AND ABM TREATY. IT PROVIDED AN EXEMPTION 
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SUCH PRACTICES COULD DO SO. SUCH PRACTICES COULD NOT BE EXTENDED 
TO WHERE SUCH PRACTICES DO NOT CURRENTLY EXIST. SOVIETS, HOWEVER. 
RESISTED US SUGGESTION THAT THIS IS WHAT THE US AGREED STATEMENT 
SAID, WHEREAS THE SOVIET LANGUAGE LEFT THE QUESTION OPEN. 

3. ARTICLE VII (TEST, TRAINING AND SPACE LAUNCHERS). SOVIETS 
CONFIRMED THAT THEIR LANGUAGE FOR SUBPARA 2(C) WOULD BAN CONVERSION 
OF SPACE VEHICLE LAUNCHERS INTO ANY AND ALL TYPES OF LAND-BASED 
ICBM LAUNCHERS, INCLUDING REST AND TRAINING LAUNCHERS. SOVIETS 

DID NOT CONFIRM THE OBVERSE, THAT SUBPARA. 2(B) WOULD BAN CONVERSION 
OF TEST AND TRAINING LAUNCHERS AT TEST RANGES TO SPACE LAUNCHERS. 
THEY AGAIN STATED THAT INTENT OF SOVIET PROPOSALS WAS TO BAN 
CIRCUMVENTION OF AGREEMENT THROUGH EITHER SPACE OR TEST 
AND TRAINING LAUNCHERS. 

4. ARTICLE XVIII (SCC FUNCTIONS). IDT TEXTS WERE EXCHANGED. 
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